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How to Use This Reference
About This Booklet
This reference lists all 235 vocabulary words and phrases from Beginner Juba Arabic: A Complete
Introductory Textbook, organised chapter by chapter, plus the 28 numbers from the Numbers Reference
— 263 items in total. Each entry shows the Juba Arabic word or phrase, its English meaning with part of
speech, IPA pronunciation, and a short example sentence.

Reading the IPA
IPA (International Phonetic Alphabet) shows exactly how to pronounce each word. Dots separate syllables
— /sa.lam/ has two syllables: "sa" and "lam". Stress falls on the first syllable unless otherwise indicated.

Key Sounds at a Glance

Symbol Sounds like Example word

/a/ father Ana /a.na/

/i/ machine fi /fi/

/u/ rule Ruwa /ru.wa/

/e/ bed Bet /bet/

/o/ go Moyo /mo.jo/

/dʒ/ jam Ja /dʒa/

/ʃ/ shoe Shukuran /ʃu.ku.ran/

/kh/ Bach (German) Khali /kha.li/

/ɛ/ bed (open e) Wen /wɛn/

/ɪ/ bit (short i) Min fadlak /mɪn/

Abbreviations
n. noun · v. verb · adj. adjective · adv. adverb · pron. pronoun · prep. preposition · conj. conjunction · interj.
interjection · part. particle · det. determiner · phr. phrase

Using the Example Sentences
Each example sentence places the word in natural spoken context. Try reading the Juba Arabic aloud
before checking the English.

Access the full interactive course — dialogues, quizzes and spaced-repetition flashcards — at arabijuba.com
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Chapter 1 — Greetings and Basic Pronouns
Juba Arabic English IPA Example Sentence

Aanna pron. We / Us /a.an.na/ Aanna gi istakal.

Afuwan interj. You're welcome /a.fu.wan/ Shukuran — Afuwan.

Ahlen interj. Hello / Response to
greeting

/ah.len/ Salam taki — Ahlen.

Ana pron. I / Me /a.na/ Ana kwes.

Ayi interj. Yes /a.ji/ Ayi, ana kwes.

Batal adj. Bad /ba.tal/ Ana ma batal.

Batalin adj. Bad (plural) /ba.ta.lin/ Umon batalin.

Ita pron. You (singular) /i.ta/ Ita kef?

Itakun pron. You (plural) /i.ta.kun/ Itakun kef?

Kef adv. How /kef/ Ita kef?

Kulu det. All /ku.lu/ Kulu nas kwes.

Kwes adj. Good / Well /kwes/ Ana kwes.

Kwesin adj. Good / Well (plural) /kwe.sin/ Umon kwesin.

La interj. No /la/ La, ana ma kwes.

Ma batal phr. Not bad /ma ba.tal/ Ana ma batal.

Salam interj. Greeting, peace /sa.lam/ Salam!

Salam taki phr. Greetings (to one person) /sa.lam ta.ki/ Salam taki.

Salam takun phr. Greetings (to a group) /sa.lam ta.kun/ Salam takun.

Selimu v. Greet /se.li.mu/ Selimu nas.

Shukuran interj. Thank you /ʃu.ku.ran/ Shukuran.

Taal v. Come (imperative) /taal/ Taal ini fouran.

Taki pron. Your / Yours (singular) /ta.ki/ Wenu uma taki?

Takun pron. Your / Yours (plural) /ta.kun/ Abu takun wen?

Umon pron. They / Them /u.mon/ Umon fi suk.

Uwo pron. He / She / It /u.wo/ Uwo fi bet.
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Chapter 2 — Basic Words and Simple Sentences
Juba Arabic English IPA Example Sentence

Abu n. Father /a.bu/ Uwo abu.

Akara n. Aunt /a.ka.ra/ Akara taki gi ja naarde.

Aku n. Brother /a.ku/ Uwo aku tai.

An prep. About /an/ Wonusu an shokol.

Asuma v. Hear / Have heard /a.su.ma/ Ana asuma ita.

Biniya n. Girl / Daughter /bi.ni.ja/ Uwo biniya.

Hagiga n. Truth, adj. true /ha.gi.ga/ De hagiga.

Iyaal n. Children /i.jaːl/ Iyaal de akulu?

Jena n. Child /dʒe.na/ Uwo jena.

Jidi n. Grandfather /dʒi.di/ Ana gi ruwa le jidi tai.

Kal n. Uncle /kal/ Uwo kal tai.

Kaman adv. Also / Too /ka.man/ Ana kaman der ruwa.

Ke interj. Of course / Certainly /
Come on (Kede aanna ruwa, ke)

/ke/ Ruwa ke!

Ketir adv. A lot / Much / Many /ke.tir/ Nas ketir fi suk.

Mafi part. There is no /ma.fi/ Mafi akil fi bet.

Mushkila n. Problem /muʃ.ki.la/ Mafi mushkila.

Nas n. People /nas/ Umon nas.

Nyereku n. Child (interchangeable with
Jena)

/ɲe.re.ku/ Wodi leben le nyereku de.

Sabi n. Friend /sa.bi/ Sabi tai ja naarde.

Ta part. Of (possessive linker — aku
ta Khemsa)

/ta/ De kitab ta Khemsa.

Taanna pron. Our / Ours /ta.an.na/ Bet taanna gerib ini.

Tai pron. My / Mine /tai/ Bet tai gerib mederesa.

Tomon pron. Their / Theirs /to.mon/ Bet tomon gerib ini.

Tou pron. His / Hers / Its /tou/ Kitab de tou.

Ukut n. Sister /u.kut/ Uwo ukut tai.

Uma n. Mother /u.ma/ Ana uma.

Weled n. Boy / Son /we.led/ Ita weled.

Wu conj. And /wu/ Ana wu sabi tai gi ruwa.

Zol n. Person /zol/ Zol yatu?
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Chapter 3 — Places and Talking About Location
Juba Arabic English IPA Example Sentence

Bakana n. Toilet / Latrine /ba.ka.na/ Bakana fi wenu?

Bara prep. Outside /ba.ra/ Uwo fi bara.

Bet n. Home / House /bet/ Ana fi bet.

Fi prep. In / At / On /To (location /
existence / destination marker)

/fi/ Uwo fi bet.

Jinena n. Garden /dʒi.ne.na/ Ita fi jinena?

Jua prep. Inside /dʒu.a/ Kitab fi jua shanta.

Mahal hamam n. Bathroom /ma.hal ha.mam/ Uwo fi mahal hamam.

Mahal shokol n. Workplace /ma.hal ʃo.kol/ Mahal shokol taki wen?

Mahal zara n. Farm / Field /ma.hal za.ra/ Abu tai fi mahal zara.

Mederesa n. School /me.de.re.sa/ Uwo fi mederesa.

Motbak n. Kitchen /mot.bak/ Uwo fi motbak.

Oda n. Room /o.da/ Oda de kebir.

Oda julus n. Sitting room / Living room /o.da dʒu.lus/ Umon fi oda julus.

Sufra n. Dining table /suf.ra/ Akulu fi sufra.

Suk n. Market /suk/ Ana gi ruwa fi suk.

Teleja n. Refrigerator / Fridge /te.le.ʒa/ Leben fi teleja.

Wen adv. Where? (general location
question)

/wɛn/ Kubaya fi wen?

Wenu adv. Where is…? (specific) /we.nu/ Wenu uwo?
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Chapter 4 — Objects and Basic Classroom Words
Juba Arabic English IPA Example Sentence

Bab n. Door /bab/ Fata bab.

Dak det. That (over there) /dak/ Zol dak munu?

De det. This / This specific one
(specificity marker)

/de/ Kitab de fi ras terebeza.

Dulab n. Cupboard /du.lab/ Ana der biyu dulab.

Galam n. Pen /ga.lam/ Galam fi fi shanta.

Gilas n. Glass /gi.las/ Jibu le ana gilas moyo.

Hajat n. Things / belongings /ha.jat/ Hajat tai wen?

Hosh n. Compound / Yard / Fence /hoʃ/ Iyaal fi hosh.

Jambu prep. Beside / Next to /ʒam.bu/ Ana gi geni jambu uwo.

Kitab n. Book /ki.tab/ Kitab fi ras terebeza.

Kubaya n. Cup /ku.ba.ja/ Ana azu kubaya shai.

Kursi n. Chair /kur.si/ Uwo geni fi kursi.

Ligo v. Find /li.go/ Ana ma ligo galam tai.

Ras prep./n. On / On top of / Head /ras/ Sahan fi ras terebeza.

Sahan n. Plate /sa.han/ Sahan de fi ras terebeza.

Serir n. Bed /se.rir/ Ana fi ras serir.

Shanta n. Bag /ʃan.ta/ Ana der shanta suker.

Shubak n. Window /ʃu.bak/ Gofulu shubak.

Sobura n. Blackboard or similar object /so.bu.ra/ Muderis katifu fi sobura.

Tehet prep. Under / Below /te.het/ Kubaya de tehet kursi.

Terebeza n. Table /te.re.be.za/ Sahan fi ras terebeza.

Waraga n. Paper /wa.ra.ga/ Jibu le ana waraga.
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Chapter 5 — Common Action Verbs
Juba Arabic English IPA Example Sentence

Ainu v. See / Look /aj.nu/ Ana ma ainu uwo.

Akulu v. Eat /a.ku.lu/ Ana gi akulu rus.

Ashurubu v. Drink /a.ʃu.ru.bu/ Ana gi ashurubu moyo.

Bediri adv. Early /be.di.ri/ Ana gi ja bediri.

Bi part. Future tense marker /bi/ Ana bi ruwa.

Biyu v. Buy /bi.yu/ Ana gi biyu akil fi suk.

Geni v. Sit / Stay /ge.ni/ Geni fi kursi.

Gi part. Present tense marker /gi/ Ana gi akulu.

Istakal v. Work /is.ta.kal/ Ana gi istakal.

Ja v. Come /dʒa/ Uwo bi ja bukura.

Jibu v. Bring /dʒi.bu/ Jibu le ana moyo.

Kun v. Become / Be (linking verb) /kun/ Bi kun diktor.

Le prep. For / To (distinct from Le? =
why)

/le/ Le ita ma gi istakal?

Num v. Sleep /num/ Ana gi num bilel.

Rija v. Return / Come back /ri.ʒa/ Ana gi rija bet.

Ruwa v. Go /ru.wa/ Ana bi ruwa fi bet.

Safar n. Travel / Journey /sa.far/ Safar kwes.

Safir v. Travel /sa.fir/ Ana bi safir bukura.

Shokol n. Work /ʃo.kol/ Ana gi ruwa fi shokol.

Sugu v. Drive /su.gu/ Ana bi agider sugu.

Suwiya det. A little / Some /su.wi.ya/ Ana der suwiya akil.

Tamam interj. OK / Alright; Perfect / Great
(exclamation).

/ta.mam/ Tamam, ana gi ja.

Wodi v. Give /wo.di/ Wodi le uwo akil.

Wonusu v. Speak / Talk /wo.nu.su/ Uwo gi wonusu Arabi Juba.
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Chapter 6 — Location, Direction, and Questions
Juba Arabic English IPA Example Sentence

Gerib prep. Near /gɛ.rɪb/ Uwo gerib bi ja.

Gidam prep. In front of /gi.dam/ Aanna gidam bet.

Min prep. From /min/ Ita min wen?

Tala v. Go out / Leave /ta.la/ Ana gi tala bara.

Wara prep. Behind / After /wa.ra/ Ana wara taki.
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Chapter 7 — Time Words
Juba Arabic English IPA Example Sentence

Al fat adj. Last (week/month etc.) /al fat/ Uwo ruwa usbu al fat.

Al jai adj. Next (week/month etc.) /al dʒaj/ Ana bi ruwa usbu al jai.

Alela n. Today (full 24-hour day) /a.le.la/ Uwo gi istakal alela.

Amulu v. Do /a.mu.lu/ Ita gi amulu shunu?

Arufu v. Know /a.ru.fu/ Ana arufu uwo.

Ashiya n. Evening /a.ʃi.ja/ Ana gi akulu ashiya.

Asif adj. Sorry /a.sif/ Ana asif ketir.

Baad prep. After /baad/ Baad ashiya ana gi num.

Bilel n. Night /bi.lel/ Ana gi num bilel.

Bukura adv. Tomorrow /bu.ku.ra/ Ana bi ruwa bukura.

Inshaalla phr. God willing /in.ʃa.al.la/ Ana bi ja, inshaalla.

Naarde adv. Today /naar.de/ Ana gi istakal naarde.

Nahar n. Daytime /na.har/ Ana ma gi num be nahar.

Nus Bilel n. Midnight /nus bi.lel/ Uwo ja nus bilel.

Nus Nahar n. Midday / Noon /nus na.har/ Ana gi akulu nus nahar.

Saba n. Morning /sa.ba/ Ana gi akulu saba.

Seli v. Pray /se.li/ Ana gi seli.

Sena n. Year /se.na/ Ana gi ruwa sena de.

Shilu v. Take /ʃi.lu/ Shilu kitab de.

Umbari adv. Yesterday /um.ba.ri/ Ana ruwa umbari.

Usbu n. Week /us.bu/ Umon bi ja usbu al jai.

Yom n. Day /jom/ Ana gi istakal kulu yom.
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Chapter 8 — Talking About Colour
Juba Arabic English IPA Example Sentence

Abiyad adj. White /a.bi.jad/ Kubaya abiyad.

Akadar adj. Green /a.ka.dar/ Bab akadar.

Aksen adj. Better /ak.sen/ Uwo aksen naarde.

Amer adj. Red /a.mer/ Sahan amer.

Asfar adj. Yellow /as.far/ Kubaya asfar.

Asuwed adj. Black /a.su.wed/ Kitab asuwed.

Bunni adj. Brown /bun.ni/ Shanta bunni.

Der v. Want /der/ Ana der akulu.

Indi v. Have /in.di/ Ana indi waja ras.

Rumadi adj. Grey /ru.ma.di/ Arabiya rumadi de.

Sidi dukan n. Shop owner / Shopkeeper /si.di du.kan/ Sidi dukan de nas kwes.

Yatu adj. Which / Which one /ya.tu/ Kitab yatu ita der?

Yau de phr. Here is / Here it is /yau de/ Yau de galam tai.

Zahari adj. Blue /za.ha.ri/ Shanta de zahari.
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Chapter 9 — Negation and Ability
Juba Arabic English IPA Example Sentence

Agider v. Was able to (past ability) /a.gi.der/ Ana agider ruwa.

Ashan conj. Because, so that, in order to /a.ʃan/ Ana gi ruwa ashan shokol.

Ashuur v. Feel /a.ʃuur/ Ana gi ashuur kwes.

Bayi bayi interj. Bye / Goodbye /ba.ji ba.ji/ Bayi bayi, be salam.

Bi agider v. Can / will be able to (present or
future ability)

/bi a.gi.der/ Ana bi agider ja bukura.

Kan v. Was / were (past of “to be”);
conj. If

/kan/ Kan ita ja, kwes.

Ma part. Not (negation marker); also
prep. With (ja ma ana — come
with me)

/ma/ Ana ma ruwa umbari.

Ma agider v. Could not / Was not able to
(past)

/ma a.gi.der/ Ana ma agider ruwa.

Zahir v. Look / Appear / Seem /za.hir/ Uwo gi zahir taban.
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Chapter 10 — Health, Pain, and Problems
Juba Arabic English IPA Example Sentence

Adana n. Ear /a.da.na/ Ana indi waja adana.

Ayan adj. Sick / Ill /a.jan/ Ana ayan.

Ayanin adj. Sick / Ill (plural) /a.ya.nin/ Umon ayanin.

Batna n. Stomach /bat.na/ Ana indi waja batna.

Dawa n. Medicine /da.wa/ Ana azu dawa.

Diktor n. Doctor /dik.tor/ Diktor fi mushtesfa.

Ena n. Eye /e.na/ Ana indi waja ena.

Ida n. Hand / Arm /i.da/ Ana indi waja ida.

Indi waja phr. I have pain (ache) (+ body
part)

/in.di wa.dʒa/ Ana indi waja batna.

Kura n. Leg / Foot /ku.ra/ Ana indi waja kura.

Ma kwes phr. Not well / Unwell /ma kwes/ Ana ma kwes naarde.

Mushtesfa n. Hospital /muʃ.tes.fa/ Ruwa fi mushtesfa.

Saha n. Health /sa.ha/ Saha taki kef?

Taban adj. Tired /ta.ban/ Ana taban.

Tumeregi n. Nurse /tu.me.re.gi/ Tumeregi de kwes.

Waja n. Pain /ache /wa.dʒa/ Ana indi waja ras.
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Chapter 11 — Daily Activities
Juba Arabic English IPA Example Sentence

Bada v. Start / Begin /ba.da/ Bada shokol fouran.

Barau adv. Alone / By oneself /ba.rau/ Uwo gi istakal barau.

Daiman adv. Always /dai.man/ Uwo daiman fi bet.

Fahim v. Understand /fa.him/ Ana gi fahim.

Fata v. Open /fa.ta/ Fata shubak.

Gofulu v. Close / Shut /gɔ.fu.lu/ Gofulu shubak.

Jahisu v. Prepare / Get ready /ʒa.hi.su/ Ana gi jahisu.

Kasulu v. Wash /ka.su.lu/ Ana kasulu gumasat umbari.

Libisu v. Wear / Get dressed /lɪ.bɪ.su/ Libisu de.

Mahzuz adj. Lucky /mah.zuz/ Ana mahzuz naarde.

Nefsa pron. Oneself /nef.sa/ Uwo gi istakal nefsa.

Rakabu v. Cook /ra.ka.bu/ Ana ma rakabu alela.

Sibu v. Leave / Make (someone feel) /si.bu/ Sibu ana gi ruwa.
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Chapter 12 — Food and Daily Needs
Juba Arabic English IPA Example Sentence

Akil n. Food /a.kil/ Akulu akil.

Asir n. Juice /a.sir/ Ana der ashurubu asir.

Atshan adj. Thirsty /at.ʃan/ Ana atshan, der moyo.

Azu v. Need /a.zu/ Ana azu ashurubu moyo.

Barid adj. Cold /ba.rid/ Moyo de barid.

Dob kalasu phr. Just finished /dob ka.la.su/ Ana dob kalasu akulu.

Esh n. Bread /eʃ/ Ana gi akulu esh.

Fawaki n. Fruits /fa.wa.ki/ Ana der biyu fawaki.

Gahuwa n. Coffee /ga.hu.wa/ Ana der gahuwa, ma shai.

Jiyan adj. Hungry /ʒi.yan/ Ana jiyan, der akil.

Kudar n. Vegetables /ku.dar/ Kudar kwes le saha.

Laham n. Meat /la.ham/ Ana der akulu laham.

Leben n. Milk /le.ben/ Jena de der leben.

Moyo n. Water /mo.jo/ Ana azu ashurubu moyo.

Rudu v. Like /ru.du/ Ana gi rudu akil de.

Rus n. Rice /rus/ Ana gi akulu rus.

Samaga n. Fish /sa.ma.ga/ Ana der akulu samaga.

Shai n. Tea /ʃaj/ Ana gi ashurubu shai.
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Chapter 13 — Asking Questions — All Question Words
Juba Arabic English IPA Example Sentence

Ayam n. Days /a.yam/ Kam ayam?

Be kam? phr. How much? (price) /be kam/ De be kam?

Ini adv. Here /i.ni/ Bet tai ini.

Kam adj. How many / How much /kam/ Umon kam?

Le? adv. Why? /le/ Le ita ma gi istakal?

Min wen adv. From where? /min wɛn/ Ita ja min wen?

Miten adv. When? /mi.ten/ Ita bi ja miten?

Munu? pron. Who? /mu.nu/ De munu?

Shunu pron. What (object / thing) /ʃu.nu/ Ita gi akulu shunu?
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Chapter 14 — Review and Real-World Communication
Juba Arabic English IPA Example Sentence

Ana ma gi fahim phr. I don't understand /a.na ma gi fa.him/ Ana ma gi fahim — wonusu bera bera.

Be salam phr. Safely / In peace /be sa.lam/ Ruwa be salam.

Fouran adv. Immediately / Right now /fou.ran/ Taal fouran.

Gurus n. Money /gu.rus/ Ana ma indi gurus.

Jine n. Pound (South Sudanese
currency)

/dʒi.ne/ Be kam? Be ashara jine.

Kede part. May / Let (blessing) /ke.de/ Kede Rabuna yibarak.

Min fadlak phr. Please /min fad.lak/ Jibu moyo, min fadlak.

Rabuna n. God /ra.bu.na/ Rabuna kwes.

Ruwa fouran phr. Go immediately /ru.wa fou.ran/ Ruwa fouran fi mushtesfa!

Wonusu bera bera phr. Speak slowly /wo.nu.su be.ra
be.ra/

Min fadlak, wonusu bera bera.

Wosulu v. Arrive (Wosulu be salam —
travel safely)

/wo.su.lu/ Wosulu be salam.
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Numbers Reference
Cardinal numbers 1–20, the tens, and one hundred. For 21–99, combine unit + wu + ten: wahid wu ishirin = 21.

# Juba Arabic IPA # Juba Arabic IPA

1 Wahid /wa.hid/ 15 Kamistashar /ka.mis.ta.ʃar/

2 Itnin /it.nin/ 16 Sittashar /sit.ta.ʃar/

3 Talata /ta.la.ta/ 17 Sabatashar /sa.ba.ta.ʃar/

4 Arba /ar.ba/ 18 Tamantashar /ta.man.ta.ʃar/

5 Kamsa /kam.sa/ 19 Tisatashar /ti.sa.ta.ʃar/

6 Sitta /sit.ta/ 20 Ishirin /i.ʃi.rin/

7 Saba /sa.ba/ 30 Teletin /te.le.tin/

8 Tamaniya /ta.ma.ni.ja/ 40 Arbeyin /ar.be.jin/

9 Tisa /ti.sa/ 50 Kamsin /kam.sin/

10 Ashara /a.ʃa.ra/ 60 Sittin /sit.tin/

11 Hidashar /hi.da.ʃar/ 70 Sebeyin /se.be.jin/

12 Itnashar /it.na.ʃar/ 80 Tamanin /ta.ma.nin/

13 Talattashar /ta.lat.ta.ʃar/ 90 Tiseyin /ti.se.jin/

14 Arbatashar /ar.ba.ta.ʃar/ 100 Miya /mi.ja/
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